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SUBJECT: MTN: TARIFFS GROUP 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF GATT/AIR/ 1 146 ISSUED 21 FEBRUARY 
1975 QUOTE 

1. AS AGREED BY THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE ON 

13 FEBRUARY 1975, AN INITIAL MEETING OF THE GROUP "TARIFFS" 
WILL BE CONVENED AT 10 A.M. ON 18 MARCH 1975. THE 
MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL ROOM OF THE NEW 
BUILDING OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE. 

2. THE TASK OF THE GROUP IS TO DRAW UP A TARIFF 
NEGOTIATING PLAN OF AS GENEVERAL APPLICATION AS POSSIBLE, 
TAKING DULY INTO ACCOUNT THE VIEWS OF THE DEVELOP- 
ING COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO THE GENERALIZED 
SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES (MTNAV/10, PARAGRAPH 2). 

3. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT INTER ALIA THE GROUP CONSIDER 
ITS TASKS AT THIS INITIAL MEETING TO INCLUDE THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS OF A PROCEDURAL NATURE: 
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(A) ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP; 

(B) ESTABLISHMENT OF A CALENDAR OF MEETINGS. 

4. IT IS FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT THE GROUP COMMENCE 
NEGOTIATIONS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WHICH HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE PREPARATORY STAGE OF THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS: 

(A) DETERMINATION OF THE BASE DATE AND THE BASE RACES; 

(B) DETERMINATION OF THE BASE YEAR OR YEARS FOR 
THE COLLECTION OF STATISTICS; 

(C) DETERMINATION OF THE UNIT OF ACCOUNT; 

(D) HOW ACCOUNT MIGHT BE TAKEN OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING THE GENERALIZED 
SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES; AND 

(E) HOW SPECIAL AND MORE FAVOURABLE TREATMENT MAY 
BE PROVIDED TO EXPORTS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

IN ADDITION, DELEGATIONS ARE INVITED TO OUTLINE MORE PRE- 
CISELY THAN THEY HAVE DONE SO FAR THEIR PROPOSALS 
CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TARIFF CUTTING FORMULA. 

5. THE MEETING IS OPEN TO THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE 
INDICATED THEIR DECISION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS AND HAVE THUS ASSUMED 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE. SUCH 
MEMBERS ARE ACCORDINGLY INVITED TO INFORM ME AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE OF THE NAMES OF THEIR REPRESENTATIVES WHO WILL 
ATTEND THE MEETING OF THE GROUP. 

6. REPRESENTATIVES NOT HAVING YET REGISTERED FOR THE 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS ARE REQUESTED TO REGIS- 
TER WITH THE CONFERENCE OFFICER, VILLA LE BOCAGE, AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE, TO OBTAIN THE NECESSARY ENTRANCE CARDS. 

O. LONG UNQUOTE DALE 
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